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Witness to the Light 

Cheryl Farr / 3rd Sunday of Advent 

John 1:6–8 

  

Welcome/Announcements/Opening Prayer 

Right now, I am not sure about Christmas Eve Communion Service. 

We did have the air purifiers put in. However, with the increase in Covid cases, 
congregational singing is not advised. 

While the Conference recommends not meeting for in-person worship, currently 
churches can decide whether to meet or not. Please know that it is a fluid 
situation and could change depending on the number of new cases in the area. I 
will continue to post sermons and Advent readings online. 

Holy God of Joy, 
 We rejoice in the reality of who you are.  

We live within the joy of your love for us.  

Our contentment comes and goes.  

Our happiness ebbs and flows.  

Our feelings depend upon our circumstances, 

our physical health, our brain chemistry.  

But our joy is deeply rooted  

in our identity as your beloved children.  

And we give you thanks. In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen. 
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Hymn  

O Come. All Ye Faithful 234 

Affirmation of Faith  

Advent Candle Lighting 

Isaiah 61:1–4 (NIV)   

  The Year of the Lord’s Favor   

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,    

  because the Lord has anointed me    

  to proclaim good news to the poor.    

  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,    

  to proclaim freedom for the captives    

  and release from darkness for the prisoners,    

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor    

  and the day of vengeance of our God,    

  to comfort all who mourn,    

3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—    

  to bestow on them a crown of beauty    

  instead of ashes,    

  the oil of joy    

  instead of mourning,    

  and a garment of praise    
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  instead of a spirit of despair.    

  They will be called oaks of righteousness,    

  a planting of the Lord  

  for the display of his splendor.    

4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins    

  and restore the places long devastated;    

  they will renew the ruined cities    

  that have been devastated for generations.   

John 1:6–8 (NIV)   

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.   

John 1:19–28 (NIV)   

  J ohn the Bapt ist  Denies Being the Messiah   

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders  in Jerusalem sent 
priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but 
confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”    

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”    

  He said, “I am not.”    

  “Are you the Prophet?”    

  He answered, “No.”    

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?”    

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling 
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ”     
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24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”    

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not 
know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to untie.”    

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.   

Reader One: We want everything to look nice: the  decorations of the season, 
our homes with their lights and tinsel,  wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten 
the darkness around us, bring  beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. We 
decorate, because it is  tradition. Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us 
feel like  children again. We deck our halls because company is coming. 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said,  “God will give a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead  of mourning, a mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit.” No matter  how far we feel from the spirit of the season, 
God promises to decorate  us with love and with joy. 

Reader One: We light these candles as a sign of our  joy in the beautiful things of 
this season – not just the things that  glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the 
beauty of the heart and  the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and 
hospitality. We light  this candle of joy because company is coming. 

Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

Concerns/Praises/Pastoral/Lord’s Prayer 

The voice of one comes  
 crying out in the wilderness  
 … prepare the way of the Lord. 

A messenger prepares the way,  
 transforming us like the refiner’s fire  
 … calling us to account. 
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For the prophets of old have spoken,  
 announcing the breaking open of the dawn  
 … guiding our feet in the way of peace. 

Merciful God forgive us…  
 Forgive us when we are quick  
 to point the finger at someone else.  
 Forgive us when we put our heads down  
 and ignore the cries of injustice.  
 Forgive us when we presume to understand  
 the complexity of issues that divide and distract  
 the peoples of the land your feet once walked. 

Merciful God...  
 forgive us, heal us,  
 encourage us and speak through us,  
 that we may be transformed through the refiner’s fire,  
 and the offerings of our hands and our hearts  
 may prepare the way for the Christ child  
 to be welcomed among us in peace. 

Hear us Father as we pray the prayer of the disciples, Our Father... 

Choral Response  

Offertory Prayer 

Rejoicing God, we offer you thanks and praise for this season of  anticipation, 
this season of Advent.  As we prepare for the birth of  your son, we share our 
tithes and offerings with the joy and excitement  that is common as one 
anticipates the birth of a new child.  Bless these  gifts in your Holy Name.  Amen. 

Hymn  

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 218 
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Sermon  

This morning, John is still pointing others to the Messiah. He has spent his life 
recognizing Jesus and his call. He recognized Christ while Jesus was in the 
womb while he, himself, was in the womb. 

Don’t you know that from the moment John recognized Jesus before they were 
ever born, the devil had him in his sights? Think about that. 

John 1:6-8 tells us God’s purpose for John. 

“There was a man sent from God whose name was John, He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.” 

Now I’ll tell you, there was a time in my life where I was floundering trying to 
find my purpose. I remember reading this text once time and thinking, man, 
wouldn’t it be nice to know your purpose - the reason God put you on this earth 
- before your were ever born? 

Most of us though don’t get the memo that early , but John knew that his 
purpose was to testify so that through him, all men might believe. 

Skip down to John 1:9-18 

John 1:9–18 (NIV)   

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God—13 children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.    

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.    
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15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke 
about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace 
already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, 
who is himself God and  is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him 
known.   

Through Jesus, God gave us the true light. This light, Jesus, was brighter than 
other lights God had sent. It was brighter than Moses, Elijah, all the prophets. 
The dimmer lights of all who came before - including John’s - still burn with 
God’s truth, but the light that is coming with Jesus outshines them all. 

The true light, Jesus, gives light to everybody. While not everybody will accept 
this light, the light is here for everyone, Jew and Gentile alike. John tells us in 
verse ten, He was in the world, and though Jesus made the world, the world did 
not recognize Him. He came to that which was His own - Israel - but his own did 
not receive Him. 

But to everyone that does believe in His name, He gives the right to become 
children of God.  

Because of the light, because of the Creator of the world, we can be reborn. Not 
of natural birth, not reborn as humans, but reborn as a child of God. 

One of the commentaries I read said that Jesus’ career as the light of the world 
was a statistical failure. When Jesus came into His ministry, far more people 
rejected His light than allowed His light to illuminate them. 

In John chapters eight,  John told us that people didn’t recognize Jesus because 
they refused to listen to or Learn from God. In John Chapter nine, Jesus taught 
that spiritual blindness comes from one’s own efforts to deny their own 
sinfulness. 

But, even in the widespread rejection that Jesus faced, there were exceptions. 
Some received Him and believed in His name. Those that did, are our Spiritual 
mothers and fathers. Because they believed and gave testimony about Christ, 

https://www.logos.com/


Page 8.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 10:33 AM December 12, 2020. 

we were able to hear the story, we can see the light, we have been reborn. 
Because we heard the story of the light and believed! 

We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
father, full of grace and truth. 

Jesus didn’t take over the body of a person already born, he didn’t possess 
someone like the demons do, He became flesh. Born of a woman, lived and died 
as a man. By become flesh, Jesus, The Word, confirmed the worth of humans. 
The One through whom all things were made entered the realm of His own 
handiwork and, by doing so, once again proclaimed it as good. 

If you’ll remember when we were in Romans, Paul showed us that God wants to 
offer and wants us to accept His offer of redemption.  Romans 8:18-15 

Romans 8:18–25 (NIV)   

  Present  Suffering and Future Glory   

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into 
the freedom and glory of the children of God.    

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.   

John 1:14 says the Word made his dwelling among us. The Greek verb that we 
translate as dwell can also be translated as tabernacled. Moses built the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness and that Tabernacle was the place where God’s 
presence dwelled for His people’s benefit. 
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Jesus is the New tabernacle, He is where God reveals His glory. While we cannot 
see the living embodiment of Jesus, we can see Him through  our faith and 
through our faith we must testify to others. 

Because not everyone sees God’s glory in Jesus. 

John says in verse 17, For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 

Again, remember when we were in Romans and Paul told us that the law still 
matters, but only through Jesus Christ can we come to the law. The law doesn’t 
give us the full picture of God nor does it make room for Grace. Romans 8:4 says 
that those who walk according the the Spirit fulfill the righteous requirements of 
the law. 

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side 
has made Him known. 

The Jews, through the law, tried to be close to God. But, we through Jesus can 
know God. 

I said a few minutes ago that there was a time that I read about John the Baptist 
knowing God’s purpose for him before he was ever born and I thought about 
how nice it would be to know your purpose. 

The thing is, I knew my purpose. Maybe not consciously from before I was born, 
but for sure as soon as I accepted Christ by faith. I just didn’t want to do it and 
because God gave us free will, I didn’t have to. I listened to self not God. 

If we have faith that Jesus is the Word and that He came to earth as a human to 
live like us and to die like us to redeem us, then we must believe that He is 
coming again. 

If we believe He is coming again, why aren’t we telling everyone about Him? Our 
purpose is the same as John the Baptist’s. We are to testify, be a witness, 
concerning that light, Jesus, so that through us, all might believe. We are here to 
be a witness to the true light. 

https://www.logos.com/
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In Luke 2:10, the angel said, “fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to All people.” 

Jesus is still the good news, Jesus is still the great joy, and Jesus is coming 
again. Whether He becomes the good news for all people depends on us not 
being afraid to give out the good tidings of great joy. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Lord, would you restore the joy of our salvation? Help us to be willing  to follow 
you with all we have. As we read the Scriptures that remind us  who you are and 
the ways you love us, ignite in us a sense of joy that  overflows out of our hearts! 
Let this holy joy be contagious and spill  over onto the lives of those around us. 
May your peace that surpasses  all understanding be upon us...especially as 
we're wrapping up a year  that has felt very scary and uncertain. Encourage our 
hearts with the  knowledge that with you we can live in your perfect peace, no 
matter our circumstances. We thank you for the joy and peace you give! In 
Jesus’ name we pray,  Amen. 

Hymn  

Silent Night 239 

Benediction  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us! 
 We have been called,  

we have been anointed,  

we have been given a task. 
  
 So go out from this place  
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into the mission field that is the world. 
 We go carrying Good News to the world:  

news about freedom from oppression  

and healing for the afflicted. 
 The time of the Lord's favour is now! 
 Hallelujah! Amen.  
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